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DIGITALEUROPE response on Pack 15 
consultation: Substance Review and 
Substance Inventory 

 

DIGITALEUROPE, the association representing the digital technology industry in Europe, 

welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the stakeholder consultation held as part of the 

study to support the review of the list of restricted substances and to assess a new 

exemption request under RoHS 2 (Pack 15). Given the short 6-week consultation period, 

we have focused on some general comments in our response, mostly relating to the 

application of the final version of the methodology to the Substance Review and 

Substance Inventory.   

 

In December 2018, DIGITALEUROPE contributed to the consultation on the revised manual 

(draft) methodology to identify and assess substances for possible restriction under the RoHS 

Directive and the substance inventory. Various of the concerns we raised at that time, and 

reiterated in May 2019, remain and we have an overarching concern that an incomplete 

methodology is being applied to the substances and inventory. 

 

Substance Review  

We notice that the final version of the RoHS substance methodology is almost identical to the 

second draft released in April 2019. The concerns we raised in the last DIGITALEUROPE position 

paper, regarding Article 6(1) interpretation, nanomaterials, substance grouping, manufacturing 

chemicals, still remain.  

However, for the application of the methodology to the review of the four substances1, we 

welcome that the Öko Institute has taken into account the 4 criteria in Article 6(1), as opposed to 

the statement included in the methodology that: “It is thus interpreted that a stricter approach can 

be taken by RoHS, provided that scientific and technical information show that there is a 

probability that at least one of the Article 6(1) criteria is fulfilled” (page 18).  

 

1 Cobalt dichloride and Cobalt sulphate; Nickel sulphate and Nickel sulfamat; Beryllium and its compounds; Indium 
phosphide 

http://www.digitaleurope.org/
http://bit.ly/2X8pBZz


 

 
 

It also concluded in one of the dossiers that “It is therefore expected that a restriction of these 

compounds in EEE would not necessarily be effective in preventing their use in the processes. It 

is therefore not recommended to restrict the two substances, as benefits on health and 

environment would not be expected to incur as a result of such a restriction.”2 This seems to 

indicate a certain amount of flexibility of interpretation when implementing the methodology.   

Overall, we support the proposed conclusions of the dossiers for the four groups of substances 

not to include the substances into RoHS Annex II.  

Substance Inventory 

While we welcome certain interpretations of parts of the methodology in the review of the four 

substances, we remain concerned that our previous input has not been taken fully into account. 

An observation on the draft Inventory is that only a couple of substances listed as restricted in 

Column H have been restricted, the majority haven’t been. It is therefore not clear what the 

justification for these restriction references is.  

 

DIGITALEUROPE remains committed to engage further in the upcoming discussions and are at 

the disposal of the Öko Institute, European Commission and Member States for any further 

contributions. 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: 

 Lara Visser 

Senior Policy Manager Sustainability  

lara.visser@digitaleurope.org / +32 493 89 20 58 

 

 

 

  

 

2 ROHS Annex II Dossier for Nickel sulphate and Nickel sulfamate. Restriction proposal for substances in electrical 
and electronic equipment under RoHS 
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About DIGITALEUROPE 

DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include 

some of the world’s largest IT, telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national 

associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants European businesses and 

citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 

world’s best digital technology companies. DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in 

the development and implementation of EU policies.  

 

DIGITALEUROPE Membership  
 

Corporate Members  

Airbus, Amazon, AMD, Apple, Arçelik, Bosch, Bose, Bristol-Myers Squibb, Brother, Canon, Cisco, DATEV, 

Dell, Dropbox, Epson, Ericsson, Facebook, Fujitsu, Google, Hewlett Packard Enterprise, Hitachi, HP Inc., 

HSBC, Huawei, Intel, Johnson & Johnson, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, Lenovo, 

Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, MasterCard, METRO, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola 

Solutions, MSD Europe Inc., NEC, Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Palo Alto Networks, Panasonic 

Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Rockwell Automation, Samsung, SAP, SAS, 

Schneider Electric, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Siemens Healthineers, Sony, Swatch Group, Tata 

Consultancy Services, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, TP Vision, Visa, VMware, Xerox. 

National Trade Associations  

Austria: IOÖ 

Belarus: INFOPARK 

Belgium: AGORIA 

Bulgaria: BAIT 

Croatia: Croatian  

Chamber of Economy 

Cyprus: CITEA 

Denmark: DI Digital, IT 

BRANCHEN 

Estonia: ITL 

Finland: TIF 

France: AFNUM, Syntec  

Numérique, Tech in France  

Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece: SEPE 

Hungary: IVSZ 

Ireland: Technology Ireland 

Italy: Anitec-Assinform 

Lithuania: INFOBALT 

Luxembourg: APSI 

Netherlands: Nederland ICT, 

FIAR 

Norway: Abelia  

Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT, ZIPSEE 

Portugal: AGEFE 

Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 

Slovenia: GZS 

Spain: AMETIC 

Sweden: Foreningen 

Teknikföretagen i Sverige,  

IT&Telekomföretagen 

Switzerland: SWICO 

Turkey: Digital Turkey Platform, 

ECID 

Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 

United Kingdom: techUK 

 


