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Norwegian comments on exemption requests from the

substance restrictions in electrical and electronic equipment
(RoHS Directive) (Pack 22)

General comments on the exemption requests 6(a), 6(a)-1, 6(b), 6(b)-1, 6(b)-IL, 6(c), 7(a)
According to Recital (19) in 2011/65/EU Exemptions from the restriction for certain specific
materials or components should be limited in their scope and duration, in order to achieve a
gradual phase-out of hazardous substances in EEE, given that the use of those substances in such
applications should become avoidable. Article 5.1 (a) in the RoHS directive (2011/65/EC)
stipulates that exemptions can be included in Annexes III and IV for materials and components of
EEE for specific applications. Our interpretation is that both the material or component and the

specific applications need to be defined in the description of an exemption.

A general comment to all exemptions mentioned above, is that the exemptions need to be narrowed
down to a scope that can be evaluated according to at least one of the three criteria in RoHS article
5(1) a. This is not the case in these applications. With the current wording of exemption 7(a) Lead

in high melting temperature type solders (i.e. lead-based alloys containing 85 % by weight or more
lead) it is almost impossible to perform enforcement activities, since it is unclear when it is

justified to take advantage of this exemption.
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