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Translation: 
 
Subject: on the possibility of exempting fuse heads and fuse heads assemblies from the requirements of 
Directive 2011/65/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 8 June 2011 on the restriction of the 
use of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment (OJ L 174 1.7.2011, p. 88; 
hereinafter referred to as Directive 2011/65/UE). 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
In response to your communication dated September 25, 2024, and after consultation with the Central 
Mining Institute PIB, we present the position on the matter below. 
 

1. Fuse heads and fuse heads assemblies can be considered exempt from Directive 2011/65/EU based 
on Article 2(4)(c) of the said Directive, i.e., as " equipment which is specifically designed, and is to be 
installed, as part of another type of equipment that is excluded or does not fall within the scope of 
this Directive, which can fulfil its function only if it is part of that equipment, and which can be 
replaced only by the same specifically designed equipment." This is due to the fact that these 
components are designed as an integral part of electric and electronic detonators, which are subject 
to the provisions of Directive 2014/28/EU, and can only be replaced by the same components. 

 
2. Some specialized fuse heads, such as those used to determine the explosiveness of industrial dusts, 

can be considered exempt from Directive 2011/65/EU in accordance with Article 2(4)(j) of the said 
Directive, i.e., as "equipment specifically designed solely for the purposes of research and 
development only made available for professional use." 

 
3. Electric detonators in Polish mining are, in many types of blasting operations, the only initiation 

means currently possible to use. This is particularly noticeable in underground mining, where the 
consumption of electric detonators in 2022 amounted to over 1,300,000 units. Withdrawing them 
from the market in favor of non-electric detonators, whose content of lead compounds and 
hexavalent chromium is practically the same as that of electric detonators, will involve many 
technological problems and a significant deterioration in the safety of blasting operations.  

 
This is especially relevant in mining, where blasting operations are conducted in explosion-hazard 
zones. Research conducted by the Central Mining Institute – PIB confirmed the possibility of igniting 
a methane-air mixture from the flame resulting from the shock-tube, which is an integrated element 
of a non-electric detonator. If the components of electric detonators are subjected to the 
requirements included in Directive 2011/65/EU, starting from 2026, this will cause negative 
consequences for the mining industry, which is currently compelled to use electric detonators for 
safety and technological reasons. 

 
p.p. 
Piotr Gołębiowski 
Director of the Department 
/qualified electronic signature/ 
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