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1. The applicant has requested an exemption for “lead in white glasses for optical
applications” specifying that such glasses are in use in products falling under various
categories of Annex I. Should an exemption be granted it is to be added to Annex III of the
RoHS Directive.
a. Do you agree with the scope of the exemption as proposed by the applicant?
YES
b. Please suggest an alternative wording and explain your proposal, if you do not agree with
the proposed exemption wording.
No alternative wording needed.
c. Please explain why you either support the applicant’s request or object to it. To support
your views, please provide detailed technical argumentation / evidence in line with the criteria
in Art. 5(1)(a) to support your statement.
Bosch supports the applicant’s request.
Bosch is a specialist for safety and security solutions, fire and intrusion detection, video
surveillance, and other applications. In this area, a large variety of cameras are needed with
different or combined properties like indoor, outdoor, high temperature ranges (e.g. -60 °C …
+60 °C), day-and night, high resolution and fast moving detection (e.g. car number plate
detection at night and day up to 225km/h) or long distance detection up to 3.9 km.
Examples can be found in the below and more cameras in the links:

http://de.boschbuildingsecurity.com/de/master_installer_1/produkte/videosystems/vid
eosystems_9629

http://de.boschbuildingsecurity.com/de/master_installer_1/produkte/videosystems/ipc
ameras/ipcameras_9675#section_10164917899

http://de.boschbuildingsecurity.com/de/master_installer_1/produkte/videosystems/an
alogcameras/analogcameras_9676#section_10164920075

For all cameras excellent lenses are needed. Those cameras need to have compact and at
the same time fast and high translucent object lenses.
To achieve this high refractive glasses are required because otherwise object lenses will
become bigger and less translucent (using glasses with a lower refraction index need more
lens combinations which makes the object lens bigger, heavier and less translucent).
To achieve lenses with higher refractive index, lead admixture in the glass is used today.
Based on the information of our supplier, there are today no alternatives available.

