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Name and contact details 

1) Name and contact details of applicant: 

Organization: Japan Business Council in Europe Tel.:  +32-2-286.53.30 

Name:  Akihito Nakai E-Mail: nakai@jbce.org, info@jbce.org  

Function: Secretariat Address: Rue de la Loi 82, 1040 Brussels 

 

Dear RoHS exemption evaluation team, 

 
19, June 2015 

 

Firstly, JBCE would like to highlight you that the exemption 13(a) in annex III can be applied to 

category 8&9 products for seven years from identified date when entry into force for each products, 

at the earliest July 2021. 

The provision is clearly shown in the table in Q 9.1 “What is the difference between RoHS 1 and 

RoHS 2 regarding requirements for exemption?” of “RoHS2 FAQ” as follows:  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/rohs_eee/pdf/faq.pdf 

RoHS 2 Exemptions – maximum validity periods 

Exemptions 

EEE 

categories 

Exemptions listed in Annex III as 

at 21 July 2011  

Exemptions listed in Annex IV as 

at 21 July 2011  

 Expiry date 

specified  

No expiry date 

specified  

Expiry date 

specified  

No expiry date 

specified  

Categories 1 to 7 

and 10  

22 July 2011 – 

specified date  

22 July 2011 – 

21 July 2016  

Not applicable  Not applicable  

Categories 8 and 9 

general 

22 July 2014 – 

specified date  

22 July 2014 – 

21 July 2021  

22 July 2014 – 

specified date  

22 July 2014 – 

21 July 2021  

Category 8 in vitro* 22 July 2016 – 

specified date  

22 July 2016 – 

21 July 2023  

22 July 2016 – 

specified date  

22 July 2016 – 

21 July 2023  

Category 9 

industrial*  

22 July 2017 – 

specified date  

22 July 2017 – 

21 July 2024  

22 July 2017 – 

specified date  

22 July 2017 – 

21 July 2024 
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Concerning our answer for your question in the consultation, we respond as follows:  

Questions and Answers:  

1. The applicant has requested an exemption for “lead in white glasses for optical applications” 

specifying that such glasses are in use in products falling under various categories of Annex I. 

Should an exemption be granted it is to be added to Annex III of the RoHS Directive.  

a. Do you agree with the scope of the exemption as proposed by the applicant?  

We agree with the scope of the exemption 13(a) as proposed by the applicant. We have 

endorsed the application documentation before its submission. ( Please see the cover page of 

“Spectaris_ Exemption_Renewal_Request_13a_Final.pdf”. )  

For other questions, we have nothing to add to what Spectaris’ Renewal Request says. 

 

In addition to the above, we would like to give our comment relating to “ 1st Questionnaire 

Exemption No.13a “ in the link below. 

http://rohs.exemptions.oeko.info/fileadmin/user_upload/RoHS_Pack_7/Exemption_13a/150311_E

x_13a_Clarification-Questions_Answers.pdf 

 

(1) About question for clarification 2. a. “Please provide information concerning possible substitutes 

or developments that may enable reduction, substitution or elimination, at present or in the 

future, of “lead in white glasses for optical applications””  

As long as the questions in “Clarification questionnaire” are concerned, the consultants 

seem to focus mainly on leaded optical lenses, though Spectaris’ documentation covers other 

applications.  

For lenses and other optical applications described in 

“Spectaris_Exemption_Renewal_Request_ 13a_Final.pdf”, we’re not able to find possible 

substitutes or technical developments that may enable reduction, substitution or elimination, at 

present and in the future, of “lead in white glasses for optical applications”, as the “Renewal 

Request” describes in details.  
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[About JBCE] 

Created in 1999, the Japan Business Council in Europe (JBCE) is a leading European organisation 

representing the interests of almost 70 multinational companies of Japanese parentage active in 

Europe. Our members operate across a wide range of sectors, including information and 

communication technology, electronics, chemicals, automotive, machinery, wholesale trade, 

precision instruments, pharmaceutical, railway, textiles and glass products. Together, our member 

companies represented in 2013 global sales of 1.4 trillion euros. Building a new era of cooperation 

between the European Union (EU) and Japan is the core of our activities. www.jbce.org 
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